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MILTSTMES IN TIE HISTORY OF ML CPP

INTRODUCTION

This is the first attempt to write & critical history of tho Comumnist
Party of the Philippines for the nurpose of serving usg curriculum in our
Party school, Because of limitations of time, it has not been nossible
to meke o painsteking research on the events inwhich the Party took &g
tive pert since it was orpanized., lany of the first orgenizers of the
CPP are either already demd or no longer ective in the Party. Among the
first organizers, the only remaining proeminent lesders asre Coms. Balgos
end Capadocia., Because of the destruction of the last war, Party records
snd literature were loct so that it is extrerely diffieult to reconstruct
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in detail the history of the Party with the linited time awmilable,
However, in order to clarify certain doubtful events which is proposed to
be treasted in this history, & questiouneire was sent to leading Party mem-
bers whe, bocsuse of their nctual active participation in the wents treated
are in the best position to shed lipht on the same. Consequently, the
facts and events treated in this history, has been arrived at after a
eritical study of the smswers to the answers to the questiomnaire sent,
ngide from personal knowledge of the writer.

CHAPTER I

HASYURICAL BACKGROUND PRECEEDING TMT CRGANIZATINT OF THE CPP
A- The Philippine Revolubion of 1896.

Hany books have slready been written sboubt the history of the Thilippines,
including the Philippine Revolution of 1896, Iavariably, because of the
bourgeois or petty~bourgeois point of wview of the authors, the real essence
of the rovolution of 1896 has not been presented correctly. Neither has
there teen a critival appraisal of the basic causes of the fajlurs of such
revolubion.

The Philippine revolution of 1896 wos essentially a bourgeois-—democratic-
colonial revelution whose basic aims were: 1) emancipstion from foreign
domination; 2) land for the peasents and confiscolbion of big feudal land-
noldings, particularly the frisr lands; and 3) cetablistment of a democretis
republic, Tho ein to achisve cmeneipaiion from foreign domination made it
a colonisl or national revolution, while the aim to establish & democratie
republic and to give lands to the pemsants by confiscabing feudal lend-
holdings pgave the vevolution a bourgeois-democratic ocontent.

That is the basic reason £or the fallure of the rovolution?

Such feilure was due to the feilure to achieve proleborien hememeny over the
revolution, especially after Aguineldo ordered the killing of the proleterian
leader and founder of the Katipunan, Andres Bonifacio, and the resulbing
division in the leadership of the revolution, with the wvacecillabing, compro-
.miging pebiy-bourgecisie and landlord leaders having the upnerhand in the
direction of the revolution. The proletariat failed to achieve hegemony
over the revolution becsuse it hod no class organization of ite own which

in furn was due to the objovtive fact that capitaliam was then in its
earilest stages of dovelopment in our coumbry, end conmequently, the workers
agide from being relatively few in number, were also not yobt class consoious.
Although the Katipunan was basically composed of peasants and workers, there
was no sbbempt to limit its leadership to the genuine representatives of
such classes, so that even during the early stages of the strugple, the com-
promising and vaccillaeting petty-bourpeois leaders alroady had the upperhand.

There had been a conbinuous struggle within the leadershin of the revolution
between the advocates of debermined strugple, non-compromiee and non-surrender,
led by Bonifacio and later by liabini and Lune on ome hand, and the advocstes
of compromise snd survender led by Aguinaldo, Buencamino and Peteruo on the
other. The advocates of ocmpronise end surrender invariably won, rosulting

in the liquidation of the lesders and advecates of non-compromise and non
gurrender: Bonifacio and Lund.

The Filipine revolutionists, notwithstonding such division in the leadership,
succeeded in driving away their Cpanish masters, DBut inezperienced as they
were in tho ways of imperialimm, they accepted in rood frith Americen help
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in driving awey their Spanish conguererss The Amcricen interventionists
broke their agreement with the Filipino leaders, occupiod HManila and
immedistely showed thelr intention o0 elaim the Philippines as their own,
thus leading to the Filipino war of national resistance agoinst their
Americen imperialist conquerorse.

fvon after the surrender of Agvinaldo end other rovolutionary leeders, the
#¥1lipino peasants conbinued to Tight egainst their new mastors ond it took
the Americens somebie before they succended in supressing the last rem--
pents of resistance to their rule. Aftor the collapse of the revolutionery
resistance to the Amorican imperialist conquest, thore get in an ebb in the
tide of the revolutionary struggle. Af‘ter & short period of Amoricem mili-
tery rule, & civil goverment run by tmericans ond their Filipino pupnete
and collasboraters was established in 1902

B. The Americen Imperialist Occupation of the Philipnines,

1t is not & mere coincidonce that the Spanish-American war of 1898 should
be timed with the Philippine revolution againct Spain. With the ond of the
American ¢ivil wor in 1865 and the consequent formal sbolition of slavery
in the United States, there had been a fast development of canitalist in-
dustry in the United States, resulbing in the growth and development of
trusbts and monopolies which sroduced poods which could no longer ba sold
to the Americon comsumors. Thus, American capitalirts foumd it necessary
to search for markets for thair surnlus goods as well as fortile fields
for investments of their fast accumulating surplus cepitel. As far back
as the 1880's, American expoerts ond technologists came to the Philipnincs
to investipate end survey the netural rosources and wealth of our country,
obviously to find oub ite investment possibilities.

When the Philippine rovolution against Spain broke oub in 1896, the rising
Americen monopolists saw in it the opportunity to acquire the Thilipoines
wnder the guise of Amsrican altruism. Taking advantapge of the Havensa
jneident, the United States declared wer against Spain, and ordorod Admiral
Dewey to proceed to Manila Doy in order to destroy the Spanich Armada.
Dewey immediately negotinbed with the leaders of the Filipino revolubionicta
for a common strugpgle against the sSnaniards, discleiming then any intention
to acquire the Philippines. Subsequent eventis early showed the insincority
of his promises.

The American monopolists wanted the Philippinos not so much from what it can
pet directly from our country, but morse as & good base for thoir domination
end exploitation of Asia-Pacific gountries, particularly Chine. It must be
noted in this commection that the clder inperislist powers like Britain,
France, Germeny, Japan, Czarist Russim, Spain, Holland, Belgium, Italy ond
oven Portugal had imperialist bases in various Asis-Pacific countries much
ahead of the Amorican conquest of the Philippines. The Amcricans found no
other remeining country to establish its Pocthold in Asie-Pacific except the
Philippines, Hence, the timing of the Spanish-imerican war with the
Philippine revolution apgainst Spain.

Quickly reeliging the insincerity of the Americen profession of aitruimn and
friendship for the Filipinos, the Filipino revolutionists irmediately struck
baek at their American conquerors. For iwo years the Filipino revolutionists
fought bravely and conducted guerilla rosistance againct their comguerors, not-
withetending the compromising attitude and the combinmuous retrest of their
lender Aguinaldo, Vhile the Filipino rovolutionists were still conducting
guerilla resistance and Aguineldo wos continucusly retreating, the foudal
caciques and the illustrades who remained loyal to Sprain, immedistely schif'ted
their loyalties %o the Ancricens and collaborated with them. It was these
Filipino collaborators who prevailed unon the loaders of the sati-American
guorilla resistance to lay dowm thoir orms, surrendor to the Ancricons and
accepted Americen sovereiruty.
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After the collapse of organized revolutionary rcasistence end the establishment
of civil govermment in 1902, the Filipino revolutionists and patriots, faced
by powerful imperialist inbervention, organised roligious-patrictic-peassant
movenents end anti~imperialist-patriotic-labor movements. The Kolorums, led
by Folipe Selvador and the Pulshenes were both organized as religious
patrioctic peasents movements to continue the struggle of the Katipunan, be-
trayod by its petty-bourgoise and landlord leaders who surrendercd and imméd
iatoly collaborated with the American Inperimlists. Frustrated in their
revolubionary aims, faced by a powerful combination of imporialist-{ricr-
landlord forcoe, and without experience in guerilla warfere, the peacsants
toolk refuge in religlon as a disguise to their essontially revolutionary
agrarian-nationelist aims. Those peassants never gave up their firm belief
that only armed strusgle can echieve their aims, as showm by the Kolorum
uprising in Pargesinan from 1924 to 1927 end subsequently in 1935, and the
continuous armed harsssment of the established govermmoent by the Pulshanes,
even if only on & very minmor and isolated scale. On the othor hand, the
revolutionary workers organirzed the openly enti-imperiaslist labor movement,
the Union Obren Demolratica de Filipines, led by Isabelo delos Reyes Sra,
while the revelutionary petty-bourgeoise intellectuals, also lod by him,
orgavired the Lige Anti-Tuperialists. Ab nbout the came time, there developed
a formal schism from the Roman domination of the Cetholic church, end an
independent Aglipey church established undor Bishop Greporio Aglinay, in
collaboration with Isabelo de los Reyes Sr. In this counection, it is
intoresting to observe that Issbelo de los Reyes Sr. first learned his les-
sons on socialism and Communism during his stay in Spain before the out-
breek of the Philippine revolution of 1896. Because of the abponce then

of a revolutionery working-class party, theso early peasants and Torkers'
movements remained uncoordinated, snd did not then constitute a decisive
political force in our country.

$till fearful of the notionalist-revolubionary sontinents of the peasants

and workers and busy with mopning-out operations arainst remnants of guerilla
resistance. it took the American imporialists five yoers befor: they pormitted
the holding of notional elections in our country in 1907. They nermittod the
holding of the election, sacure in the belief thet whatever narty wonm in the
clection could collaborate with them and nrotect their vested interests.

The imperialisis wanted to emuseulabte the romaining rovolutionery sontiments
of the Filipino messes by devioting their strugcle for national liberation
along non-revolutionary, parlimmentary chennels.

The defeat of tho exposed collaborators of the Amorican imporialista, the
land-lord-backed Federalicta Party, led by Araneta and Sumulony and other
feudal caciques and illustrados, in the hands of the petty-bourpooise
nationalists led by the triumvirate Omena-lalma-Quezon, merely reflected
the basic and ovorvhelming desire of the masses, of peasant und workers for
independence which then could not be achieved through ermed strugrle, end
had to be fought for through parlismontery methods. The iacionalista Party
reised the election slogan of "immediate, absolubo and complete independence”
and esme out in the electioms with flying colors.

Vhile the American imperialists were in the process of consolidating their
political power in our country through their control of the punpet
political leaders, they at the same time implemented cultural measures to
win the bssic sympathies of the peonle, without which their power would be
very unstsble and insecure. For this purvose, they estzblished a school.
system patternsd after the American school systen with Inglish as the ex~
clusive langugge of instruction. Tagalog and other dislects were prohibited
to be spoken in schools, school children caught speaking in the dialects
were punished. For sometime, the flying of the Pilipino flsg was prohibited
and even talks sbout the heroes of the Philippine revolution were prohibited
and punished. Decause of the patriotlc fervor still gripping the children
of the revolutionists, the imperislists sought to blunt such fervor by pro-
Jecting the reforhist Rizal as our national hero, relegating the proletarimn
founder snd leader of the Katipunan, the revolutionary Andres Bomifacio, to
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the background., For sometime, the history of the Philippines was not taught
in our schools, but the history of the United States was. “hen the history
of our country was finally permitted to be taught, the imerizlists and
their Catholic church sllies saw to it that the real essence of the
Philinpine revolution of 1896 and the roles of patriots and traitors to the
revolrtion did not appear in the approved text~books,

-4 th the defent of the Federsalista Party in the 1707 elections, the feudal
caciques and illustrados sbandoned it and shifted their support to the
Nacionslista Party. On the other hand, the Democrata Party, led by the
petty-bourgeoise Hationzlists and democrats of the defunet Federalista
Party was organiged. )
Secured in the political zllegiance of the ruling Nationalista Party, the
Merican imperislists proceeded to consolidate their hold and domination of
our country by passing the Payne--Aldrich Act in 1909, subsequently smended
in 1913, immosing Yreciprocal" trade relations between our country and the
United States, whereby goods mamfoctured in the United States came in free
of duty in "exchange® for our agricultural products and other raw materials
coming in free of duty in the United States! markets. It was this basic
trade relationshin whieh created a comprador group a:ong the Filipino big
bourgeoisie and the shift of loyalties of the feudal landlords to the
Netionaslista Party vhich transformed the Nationalista Party leadership from
a group of relatively sincere nationalists to one of unexposed puppets of
American imperislists masquerading under the platforn slogan of "irmediate,
absolute znd complete independence®.

Tvidence that the leaders of the lationslista Party did not really mem to
implement their nlatform slogan came as early as 1916, when Cuezon rejected
the Platt Amendment to the Jones Law fixing a definite date for the grant of
Philippine independence, and instead agreed to indenendence "as soon 25 a
stable government is established". Such action disillusioned the
Wationalista Partr followers rnd minor leaders as to the sincerity of their
top leaders sbout their clamor for independence. One of such disillusioned
leaders was Com. Crissnto Tvangelista whe early saw that nationsl liberation
con not be achieved through mere parlimentary struggle and by sending of
indenendence missions to the United States. Unfortunately, the people then
had no party to turn to other than the Democrata D artr, vhich did not and
cannot offer anv better method of strugrling for independence, excent through
the sending of such independence missions to the United Ciates. *

Heanwhile, the first inter-imperialist world war broke out, as a result of
waich the weakest link in the chain of world imperizlism was broken, and the
dictatorship of the proletariat achieved in Russia vhich constitutes one
sixth of the world. The inter~imperialist war and the victory of the Nussian
proletarian revolution produced immediate repercussions all over the world,
including the Philinpines. During the war years of 191l to 191&, the
Philiopines enjoyed relative prosperity becanse it was not involved in the
war mé it could continue o produce materizls which commanded high prices

in the world markets. Ouch prosverity continued up to the early 1920's but
was immediately followed by m econosic crisis beginning 1921. The
Philippines did not escape the consequences of the world-wide econonmic crisis
waich began in 1921 resulting in high prices, business failures, unemployment
and growing mass discontent.

In 1919, Com, Uvangelista then salready a prominent leader of the Congreso
Obrero de Filipinas (organized or Ilay 1, 1912) and one of the middle rm:
leaders of the Nationalista Party, was selected to be a member of ome of the
nindependence" missions regularly sent by our country to the United Otates
to plead for independence. Immediately, he realized that the top leaders of
the WP were not really serious in their advocagy for independence, Com.
uvangelista took wmon himself the task, of contaeting some leaders of the
Americsn Federation of Labor to et their endorseuent of . hilippine Independ-
ence, ile succeeded in doing so.
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Tn the 192l convention of the "Congresc Obrero de ™lipinas® (Philippine
1,abor Congress), Com. Crisante Ivangelista was elected secretary, In 1925,
Tan Tslaca was sent by tic Hed Internationale of Lsbor Unions (Profintern)
to the Philinpines to invite the Thilinpine Labor Congress to participate
in 2 trade union conference to be held at Canton. Amons~ the participants
of such confercnce were: the All-China Labor Pederation, Australian Couneil
of Trade Unions, Trade Unions League of the United States, Indonesia Labor
Pederation, Confederntion Gemeral du Travaail mitaire Frances, Nippon
Dodokumal Hyetikui Tsitsu Domie, 'ational inority Toverent of Bngland,
Korean "orkers md Psasants Federation, pl1-Russimn Council of Trade Unions
and Conzreso Cbrero de Filipinas, Uith the return of the Philippine dele-
gates end their report to the Philinnine Labor Congress convention of Lay,
1927, a resolution was passed alter a sharp ideological strugsle to
affiliate the Philippine L:zbor Congreas with the lled Internationale of
1.abor "mions. In that same convention, a resolution calling for the organi-
sation of a labor party was &lso passed. In this convention, for the first
+ime the issue of commnisia began to be discussed auong workers and so also
ware the class struggle ond proletarian internationalism, As a result of
the world-wide economic crisis of 1921 and its repercussions in the
Philinpines, there srose various peasant wovements all over the country
agide from the already existing workerfs organization. The first class
organization of the peasants was organized way back in 1917 in llatungaw,
Bulacan, Dulacan, This organization spread to Cavite, Bataan, Laguna and
Batangas md among the church haeiendas. The scattered units of these
peasant organizations were gathered together and organized under the naue
of "onfederacion de Aparceros de IMlipinas®, which later in 192l was called
the "Ealipunang Panebansa ng mga liagbubukid sa Milininas"{XPP). At about
the same time in the Visayas, there was organized the "iusog Sang Imol"
(Bisig ng Udhirap). Desides the KPP, waich was the strongest and oot
well imown zmon~ the measmt organizations, other peasant organizations
1ike "Assosacion de Camesinos®, “"Oras Ha", "Panshon Na', "Jumating Na',
ulatang Lawin®, "Iiga de Iparceros" were also organized. The basic aims of
these peasants' organizations were the following: 1) struggle against
usury; 2) confiscation of friar lands and their distribution to lmdless
peasants; 3) struzgle against the harshness of lmdownersy L) struggle for
indenendence of the Philippines; 5) passage of laws to improve the economic
condition of neesmts; 6) estzolishment of economic cooperatives; and ‘g
egtablishment of rurasl banks and irrigation systems.

The Tanggulan and Sakdal peasant organizations were organized adlmost
simultaneously in 1920, led respectively by Patriclio Dionicio and Benigno
Ranos. It is interesting to note the coincidence between the organization
of these two organizations and the secret formulation of Baron Tangkals
pemorial of the Jaamese strategic plan of imperialist expansion and
conquest of Asia-Pacific countries. Both Dionisio and Danos maintained
secret connections with the revolutionary exile, Arteaio Ricarte, who
promised them that the Japanese will aid the Tilipino pecple in their armed
struggle to overthrow American domination., Uhile the Tanaka meworial was
an imperislist plan of expansion and conquest, it was presented to the
Agian peoples, including the Filipinos, as a revolutionary-nationalist
struggle of the Asian peoples against “white" domination, under the lsader—
ship of Japan. The Japanese imperialists were very careful in avoiding
anti-imperialist propaganda, and subtly directed the nationalist aspira-
tions of the peovle along racial, chauvinistic nationalist lines. “hile
the leadership of thesec two peasant organizations were mere puppets of
their Japanese masters, their rank snd file come from revolutionary-
nationalist peasants some of whom were still confused and honestly be-
1ieved the "liberation" aims of the Japanese, while others did not even
Inow that their leaders had pro-Japmese orientstions. .\t about this time
Com, Tvangelista and other labor and peasant leaders had dlr:ody been in-
doctrinated in the class struggle and already understood the difference
between proletarim, anti-immerizlist nationalist and bourgeoise and
petty~bourgeoise racialist nationalism. Beemse of the developing pro-
letarian, anti-imperialist nationalism, there developed a struggle among
the peasznt masses betw-en the proletarian internationalists and the petty—
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bourgeoise racialists. Tron the beginning, the ragialiste were winning
because racisl differsnces were much easler to understand than class
dirferences. It was not until the exposure of the zbject puppetry of the
racialists to the Japsnese immerialists, brought sbout by the continved
strugole of the CPP, based on the class struzgle, did the confused
neagants rally around the bammer of anti-imperialism.

"hile the Japonese imperialist expansionists were sgitating the Filipine
peasants tiwrough Ramos and Dionisio, to revolt against merican domination
of our country, at the same time, they were openly and secretly working
anone racial nationslists among the top political leaders of the
Nationalista Party to sell the idea of ssia for Jepan under the guise of
wpsia for the Asiatics®. They saw in Laurel who fought Tood in 1922, a
ozt valuable tool for their expanionist purposes. Through a combination
of subtle flattery and subtls bribery, sppesling to patriotisu and giving
legal cases of Japanese firms to handle, they succesded in getting Laurel,
Subide and Dura, to espouse the "cause! of "Asia for the Asiatics', a
very convenient front for Jaymese expansionist ainse

Tn sccordance with the resolution of the Mgy 1927 convention of the
Philippine Lsbor Congress regarding the organization of a working class
narty, Coms. Crisonto Zvangelista, fntonio de Ora, Urbano Arcega, Nicolas
de Guia, Norberto Nsbong and others, organized the Partido Obrero in 1928,
Then OQuezon heard that his former lobor lenders were disaffiliating from
the Nationalista Party, he instructed the constabulary and poliecs to per-
secute the "red" labor leaders snd instructed his loyal yellow labor
leaders to take all steps to wrest the leadership of the Philippine Lsbor
Congross from the "red" labor leaders. In the same yeor, Com. Crismto
uvengelista and Jacinto Uanghan and Cirilo Bognot who later turned rene—
godes, left the Philippines to attend a trode union confersnce held in
nerlin ond Noscow. Then they returned, they reported to the Philippine
Tabor Conaress the gpproval of its affiliation with the Profintern. Then
such affilistion was announced the reactionary landlords and ecapitalists
bessn to be slamisd and Quegzon, their puppet, issued a press statement
denouncine Dolshevism, It was ably mswered by Come. Lvangelista., Im-
wregsed by such answer, the students of the University of the rhilippines
invited Com. Svangelista to a series of three open forums, imt when the
students showed favorasble reaction to Com. _vangelista's first lecture,
Ouezon ordered the university authoritiss to stop the holding of subse-
gquent forums. :

In the May 1929 comvention of the Philippine Lobor Congress held at the
Retono there was a decisive showdown between the labor leaders advocabing
cless struggle and those advocating class collaboration led by such yellow
leaders as Cristobal, Pagula and Tejada, These yellow labor leaders went
to the convention determined Lo immose their leadership. They brought
with them gangsters and dvmmy labor delegates without unions. The radical
1labor leaders and delegates led by Cou. Jvangelista walked out frouw the
convention and held their own. This was the rhilipnine Labor Conimress
svlit. Trom then on, it becmue common to hear aiong workers about the
struzgle betw:en "red lzbor unions" and "yellow lobor unions", "interna-
tionalism® and Ynationalism®, "left" and "right!, "progressive" ond
nreastionary®, "pro-jussia® and wpro-fmerica’. In the convention of the
nropressive labor delegates held in llay 5, 1929, it was decided to or-
ganize the Kongreso Proletario de 2ilipinas. (Katipunan ng mga Anakpawis
ng Pilipinag——KPl! KAP). In this convention, o resolution was passed to
organize a workins-class part- to direct and lead the working class in
their independent nolitical and economic struggles. It was also decided
to rbandon "erafit unionism® in favor of "industrial unionism.”

CUIAPTIR II
ORGAVIZATION OF Tl CPP - IT0 STRUGSLL TUTIL Tl QUI-BROSAK
OF THZ PACIVIC WAL
a9l
A« Actusal Organization and Laonching of the CPP:
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By way of implementing the resolution of the KAP in its Tirst convention
concerning the establishment of a working class party, a comriittee of
delegates of workers and peasmts was crcated to formulate the prograi of
action md constitution of such party. The comaittee was composed of
Comrades Evangelista, Antonio de Ora and Arture Corimo, sd the renegades
Jacinto llanshan and Jose Quirante., This comuittee decided to make the DT
grai of action of the then existing Partido Cbrero, vhich was organiged

by Coms. Evangelista and others, the basis of the prograax of action of

the new Darty, inasmuch as the aims of the Partido Cbrero were arxist in
character and based on the princinle of the class struggle. The committea
presented the results of its work in the conference of the Central Comzitiee
of the KAP in July 1930. The conference smproved the progra: presented by
the commlttee and set August 26, 1730, (Cry of Balintawak) as the date for

the formal organization of the new party and the aoroval of its prograu

of action.

On August 26, 1930, sixty leading representatives of various workers md
peasats organizations met at Temnlo del Trabajo, in which were also

present representatives of Chinese workers.

The presidium of the meeting

was commosed of Coms. “vangelista and Ora, and the renegades llanahan,
Hilario and Quirante. The meeting approved the progrom of action of the

proposed workers! party, elected its Central Committee
Burean, ond decided uwnon its name.
as to the proper nome to be given to the new party.
posed were Partido Komunista, Partido Bolshevik,
and Partido Socialista.
proposal to name the new Darty, Partido Kumnista,
The following were elected mewbers of the
Party:

was

and Political

There was a difference of opinion
Among the names pro-
Partido Cbrero Proletario,
After na lengthy discussion, Com. Svangelistals

finally spproved.

first Central Comnittee of the

1. Crisanto ZvangeliSta v.vesecevecocnossss nrinter
2c FelixX Capiiin oiveveeveercencncosovocnnse n
3o Arturo SOrialo suveeeemescesnencancooses "

Lo LMariano P. Balgos vueevesoevoencnnsoenss
50 Jose QUITENLE aeeaserncveracncssonsooens

n

employee

6o Jacinto Lanahan eevsvesseeseesnvesorenss poasat

To TN FOLEO vuvuiverosnvrosoncacconancanan "

8. S11viNno Tablan seeesevevnnsouesvoscscsse emnloyee

9. Alejmdro ESpanola ..vcessesssncesnssess peasmt

10. Mtonio de Ora wuesesvesvceenevsorsosess Lumberman
11, Norberto Nabong oeveesseeecesosceescnsns Slectrician
12, Guillermo Caratoeia acevevceosesenncnsse COOk
13, JOSE VONULUTA eovvvevrciccrnvssonconeneess cigar maker
1h: SOtero SamSON veeveesvevesvesesesonenees lumberman
15, Datricio DIONiSI0 sivaveecueserveseseess Journalist
16, L'ariono PAnNFOL veveessesacsoonesesnesn. lumberman
17, BAlDING NaVACTO vveeseeeossvsoanesocosas cigar naker
18, MECl JeSINA saceerverasonsrenaonesonses n
19, HUPO NOLAZA sevesecrcocsnnscnassnnncanss Marine

20, Saturnino BriCSO seeessceesrcsssocansens Marine

21, Andrew Fabiaf cuemcowceasascornncnccssns cigar maker
22: Cirilo HONOXL0 cvveevrorovoncensnsnnnans glipper-maker
230 Urbano M'CBEA sarevcovrorearscasscomans "

2. Cenen Lacanionte wueveeevecereveneoeenos cigar maker
25, CArilo BOZNOL aenuvcecnsvosconansannnens newspaperman
26, 1icolas de GULA cuvveesnnesceseonononoss Wrlter

27 Andres Padia v.sssecsceesreasonssnoseess lumberaan
20, Juan Lagman eeeeesvecsecscecssiossesenns railway worker
29, Enrique TOrrent® seeecescesocacecanessee electrician
30. aximo 112cabangay cececevscosmosnceesnes cook
31, Andres Santisgo ....cevosecssanscscencns cigar udcer
32, Teofi10 Eovirito secvesocesinmocsncecens "
33. A representative fron the Chinese (Cocingliat)
3, w n " " n é Ping)
35, o u L] " " (Co)
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The first CC elected the members of the flrst political Bureau:
“vangelista, Ora, lsnahan, Feleo, Caguin, Arcegn, and a Chinese repre-
sentative. The CC approved the flag and emblem of the Party and

decided to officially launch the new Party before the people on ilovenber
7, 1830, It slso decided to launch a mass caupeigm for Party membership,
vneweby any one could become a member of the sarty provided that he agreed
with its progrm of sction and program of governuent. It &lso decided

to narticinate in the election of 1931.

The esgsence of the zinms of the Party were: 1) unite the workers and
peasants mnd the exnloited masses in generdl in their own class organiza-
tions; 2) struggle against and overthrow the rule of America immerislism
in the Philimines; 3) struggle for the beticrment of the living and
working conditions of the workers md peasants; L) strugzle to achiove
irmediste, sbsolute and complete independence of the Philippines and
establisn a resl peoples! sovernment; %) unite with the revolutlonary
movements the world over, especially among the colonisl countries; and

6) estsblis: the “oviet system in the Philippines.

On November 7, 1930, 5,000 people gathered at Plaza lioriones to attend

the official launchiny of the new Party. In this meebing, the progran of
the new Party wss explained to the people who were asked for and gave their
approval. During the meeting, 3,000 spplications for nexbership were dis-
tributed among the people gathered. (lanahan announced that the KAP and the
KPLP are the left :nd right wings of the CPP. Because of such announcenent
the govermment mthorities and the american jrperiglists from the begin-
ning considered that both these organizations were also Comnunist organiga-
tions.

In Jauary 1931, the CI%° opened its national office md issued its organ,
the TITIC., The first editorisl staif were composed of Coas. ivangelista,
Csapadocia, Tovente, Caguin, and Boriamo.

Tt will be seem that in the beginning, the CPP was completely legal and
accepted membership en masse without careful selection. Tmredi ately after
the organization of the CPP, ii launched a series of mass meetings, not only
in the city of 'anila but slso in the neighboring provinces of Central and
Southern Tuzon. Because of the aggressiveness in its organizational and
propaganda campaign, the Catholie church, the bourgeoise—owned newspapers
and the govermment launched 2 counter—campaign againgt the CP? under the
sponsorship of the reactionary landlords md capitalists. lleetings were
disturbed and heckled by »uid gangsters, md pormits for many neetings
refused. In many cases, nermits granted were cmeelled at the last
moment., Invarisbly, the Commnist leaders went ahead with or without
sermits, md their sheechas were warnly apnlauded by the large audience,
notwithstanding the annoyance, persecutions and threats of the govermment
azthorities and their agents. As a result of tals initial government Der-
secution, some members of the CC (C. Bugnot, Patrieio Dionisio and Jose
Muirante) quit the Party. Coms. Tvangelista and Cepadocia were chaorged
with the offenses of sedition and meeting without vermit for which they
were sentenced with two months imprisorment snd fined in the amount of
$1,000,00. The case was appealed to the Supreme Court. *t szbout the zame
time, o representative from the American Communist Party came to the
Philippines end through him, the CPP was comnected with the Comaunist
Party of the United States.

In 1931, the Party presented its candidates for election, but the government;,
waile accepting the certificates of candidaey of the Party's candidates,
refused to grant permits for Party meetings. Com. Capadoeia and other
members were srrested for meeting and posting election posters without
perrita. At the sme time, Com. Feleo was alveady being persecuted and

was actuslly charged of ineiting to sedition and rebellion in lueva Teija.
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Then the KM’ decided to celebrate ay 1, 1931 by means of a demonstration
and parade, it wrs refused a permit by the llapila asuthorities. R permit
was granted by the atnorities of Calooecan, Rizal, but when the meeting
was sbout to open, because of the great number of people who attended, the
permit was cancelled. The meeting was continued, notwithstanding the can-
cellation of the nerait. Uhen Com. Zvangelista begon to speak, Lajor
Jalandoni and Lt. Javalera arrested him, but the people who attended ra-
fused to leave the meeting, forcing the government mthorities to call the
firemen of Lanila to drive sway the meople by means of fire-hoses. Com.
Ora drew his revolver and only the prcsence of cooler comrades prevented
the out~bresk of violence provoked by the government authorities. In this
meeting the renegade I‘anshan already showed the first sign of wavering
when he left the meeting due to fear without the lmovledge of his comrades.

In May 1931, after its liay 1 celebrations, the KAP held its convention in
vihich were nresent 400 delegates from verious workers!' organizations,
Before the convention ended, goverrment secret service agents led by
fmericans, arrested all the delegates, and after two days of temporary
detention, charged the following of organizing an illegal association:
Crisanto Uvangelista, Jacinto lanshan, Juan Teleo, Guilleruo Capadacia,
Antonio de Ora, llarisno Balgos, Balbino Navarre, Incio Pilapil, Cenen
Lacaniente, Iduardo Donato, Cebtzlino lonrey, Teofilo Dspiritu, AMndres
¥abian, Salustiano mios, Lnrique Torrente, Alfonso lPangilinan, Hugo
Retaga, Urbano Arcega, Ssturnine 3riose, Jose Ventura, DRemegio Tolentine,
Dominador Ambrocio, Dominador Reyes, Jusn Lagman, Laximo Gutierresz, Andres
Santiago, Angel llesina, Felipe Cruz, F. Pangilinan. USome of them were also
charged with the offence of sedition. Three of then, (Zduardo Donato, lugo
Retaga and P. Villamueva) turned -overmment witnesses, and later one of them
Andvres Tmntiaro becmme a secret agent of the constsbulary. As aresult of
this wholesale arrests and criminsl proésecution, Patricio, Dionisio, Hletaga,
Quirante, Hilario ond Bognot resigned from the KAP, Uven Francisco Varona
and Domingzo Ponce who were formerly sympathetic to the KAP already began to
refuse invitations to attend meetings of the KAP. This wholesale arrest
and criminal prosecution resulted in the demoralization of many, but the
militant stand of its stamunch leadershin attrocted more members who were
ready to struggle and espouse the canse of the working class.

B. Outlawing of the CPP:

The Party answered the govermment charge of the crine of sedition and re-
beliion. Com. Zvangelista brilliantly acquitted himself in the trial and
presented a memorandum to the Supreme Court explaining the aims of the
Party, the dislecticsl laws of development of mman cociety, and why and
how the exploited workers snd pemsants are inevitably led to struggle for
their emancipation from exploitation. The bourgeoise-dominated Suprenms
Court declsred the CP” an illegal association and found the Communist
leaders guilty of inciting to sedition mnd rebellion, and scntenced then
with varying terms of imprisomment.

Thy did the government illegalize the CPP?

The fmericsn immerislists snd their allies, the reactionary Iilipino land-
lords and capitslists were beginning to find out that the exploited peasmts
and workers were enthusisstically rallyins around the cmse sponsored by
the CPP. In all its meetings the Communist lesders explained why the
peasats ond workers are being exploited, how they were being exploited
and who were exploiting them. They urged the exnloited masses to organize
and struggle against their landlords and capitalists and their government,
and exposed the government as being merely the tool of the exploiting
classes. They nointed out effective methods of struggle and forms of
organization by which the exploited can achieve their demends. They
exposed how foreign imperialists exploit our country and people, and in
what wgy the government was being utilized ns an instrument of iuperialist
exploitation, ‘They explained to the people 1mvin the Soviet Union, there
was prosnerity, contentment snd full employment, and urged them to follow
the revolutionary path blazed by the llussian people.
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Besides this correct propsganda, Meftisth and sectarian propaganda were
also dished out by some Communist lesders to their hearers. for examnle,
in mass meetings, some Communist leaders openly denied the eiistence of
od and called 'tod as a mere Illusion.

Samles of the line of »ronagenda of the Cormunist leaders were the follow
ing: “the bourgeoise are thieves;" the bourgeoisie asre zll extremely
shameless;™ "Mizal did not like revolution, but merely reform;" “cut off
the necks of the bourgeoisiej;® "all those in power are mere maniquins of
the American immerialists;! "all yellow labor lerders should die with the
bourgeoisiez" "the hourgeoisie sre suckers of the workers! blood and they
shiould be burned", "the Philippines is a country of the bourgeoisie and
only the Soviet Union is tie land for th: proletariat;™ "the scythe in our
baner is for cuttin- off the necks of the bourgeois thieves and the hamner
to strike the heaods of bourgeoisie until they die;" "down with this govern-
ment for this is a govermment of the dominant American imperialistsyn vif
we don't get our demands through netitions, get them by hook or by crook;"
"hlood, blood and only blood can wash away such corruptions that are happen~—
inz in our countrr, so do not hesitate to offor your blood;! "all friars
are liars in heavens" "there is no God, Jod is but a mere illusion."

The Party propsganda, notwithstanding soae sectarian tendencies, proved
very effective anong the exploited peasants and workers, who at that time
were suffering from. the effects of the world-wide depression which began
in 1729 in the United States and had its repercussions in the Philippines.
As a matter of fact, the organization of the CPP in 1930 was tmt the or—
ganigational reflection of the heightening flow in the revolutionszry tide.
It will be remerbered that after the defeat of the Filipino revolutionists
in the hands of the American irmerialist interventionists, there set in an
sbb in the tide of the revolution reaching its lowest depth around 1501.
Since then, the ebb continued for nany years and its tide gradually began
to rise until the beginning of the general crieis of world capitalism,
reflected in the outbrenk of the first world war. The rising tide of the
revolutionary ebb develooed into the beginnings of the revolutionary [low
only after the world economic crisis which began in 1921, Trowm then on
peasants and workers organizations snrouted like mushrooms and they becane
more militant ond class conscious, cnlminating in the organization of the
CPP in 1930.

This was the background of the subsequent militant struggles of the
peasants! and workers' organizations under the leadership of the CPP which
Jed to its outlawing. As a result of such outlawing, the Party went under—
ground and conducted its struggle in leading the wssses in their struggles
from underground.

C. Organization of the Socialist Party:

Tmmediately after the outlawing of the CPP Com. Pedro Abad Santos organized
the Socialist Party in 1932. In organizing such party and calling it
"3ocislist Party," Com. 'bad Santos had no intention of patterning his

party after the socialist parties of the Blum and Thomas variety. Because
the Communist Party was outlawed, he wanted to continme its work without
giving any reason for the resctionary landlerds and capitalists and their
government to outlew his party. Ile felt that at that time his party would
reach more masses if it continued to fight legally than if it strugpled from
underground. In his discussion with Com. James rllen, representative of

the CPUS, who negotiated for the merger of the CPP md the SFP, he explained
the tactical considerations which made him adopt the name "Socialist Party™
md expressed dlso his desire to affiliaste his Party with the Comnunist
International. :

Becemse of the avgrescive and wilitont organizational and “wopaganda camaign
ond leadership over the strugrle of the exploited masses, the Socialist

Party snd the LIV spread rapidly in the provinces of Pampanga, Tarlac,
Sataan, some towns in liwevs Teija, Datangas, md even in “mils.
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Tith the organization of the SP” md the AT, there immediately arose
ideological as well as organizational differences concerning forme of
organization mmd methods of strugrle between the CPT and the SPP. (ne of
the most imortant differonces arose rogarding the correct organizationsl
structure of the AT, The KT waz coimnsed of peasants md agricultwral
and industrisl workers., The CPP took the mosition that the workers, as the
risiny elass in our developing crpitslist economy, should be organized
separrtely frowm the veassnts, considering that they are reslly different
classes. On tn other hend, ihe SPP claimed that the peasants of Contral
Lurzon were very noor, proparty-less and extrenely exploited, no less than
workers oi existin- industries, and that they were far more wilitant than
any other groun of toilers. In orpanizing the poor peasants and workers
into 2 single national workers union, the Soclialists claimed that the
workers were organized separately in tieir own organizations and merely
affiliated with the NiT. It is obvious that in the difference of opinion
between the Socinlists and the Coumunists both comuitted errors of theory
and organization., The Noelalists failed to grasp clearly the leading role
of the proletariat, considering the poor peasants as equally revolutionary
as, if not more so than, the workers. On the other hand, the Comagunists
comuitted the error of thinking that becaise of the different class char-
acter of pezsants and workers, pessantst! and workers! organizations should
not be affiliated with a cownon mother organization like the AT, It was
only necessary to recognize and project the leading role of the proletariat
in such organizgtional alliance. .

Another serious disapreement was the lack of differentistion between the
Porty and the mass organization as far as the SPP md the AT were concerned,
Tollowing the well-lmowm Leninist concent of the Comrwnict Party as the van-
guard of the working class, the Communists made a clear distinction between
the CPP’ on one hand and the KAP md KPP on the other. The Sociglists, on
the other had, did not make any distinction between the SP and the ALT.
Becanse of the failure to m-ke such distinction, AT mass members were
considered as members also of the SPP, This explains the lack of orgmniza-
tional life and loose erganizationsl procedures and discipline within the
8PP,  Such looseness ond anarchy in or~anization were brousht by the
focialists into the mereed Commmist eand Socialist Parties.

51111 mothor serious conflict was in the method of conducting mass
strugrles md mass sctions. The Commnists had a tendency to be too
legslistic, esnecidlly after the outlawing of the CPP. Insteosd of leading
the masses in militant md direct mass actions to iive them valuable re-
volutionary experiences, as the Socialists did, they had a tendency to
project the lemalistic methods of strmggle. On the other hand, the
Jacialists, notwithstanding some errors of "leftism" and sectarimisnu,
led the exploited pessants and workers in wilitant md direct strugples
ind mass actions, giving their masses betl:r revolutionary experiences
devoid of legslist illusions.

Js The Yorld Zeonomic Depression, Philippine "Independerce" Law and the
Growth of Fascism:

lemvwhile, as a result of the world-wide egonomic denression, vhich began
in the United States in 1729, lagism triumphed in Sermeny in 1933 md
international fasciom was on the wor path. In the Philippines, the con-
tinued depression in the United States made coupetition with some of our
export products harmful to American agricltural interests, like the coa-
petition of our sugar canc with beet sugar in the United States., It also
made coupetition of Filipino labor in the United States harmful to
Ameriean labor. Th-se conflicts of economic interests, in aldition to the
continuous agitotion for indewendence by the orgemized workers! and
nessants! movements following Communist leadershin, led to the nass-ge of
the Tydings~'eDuffie "independence® law in 173}, The T-" "inde endence »
Law vroviled for "independence' in 10 years; crodual limitation of duty
‘i'ree?,'azricultural exports to the US; limitstions md restrictions on
:?ill?mo imydorastion to the US; reserved military and naval and cealing
stations for the United “totes armed forces in our country; provided for
a commonwe alt™ form of sovernment in wiich-the essence of :ao%rereignty
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resided in the U5 govern ent, while the form of independence snd sover-
signty wrs conceded to the Filipinos as a sop to their militant
nationaglist aspirations. Prodded by the Japanese cxpansionists, using
Dionisio and Namog, the Tanggulans were made to revolt in 1933 and the
Sakdals in 1934, Doth these revolts were short-lived.

Outside the Philippines, Japanese fascist imperidlism, follawing Baron
Tangka's menorisl on the strategic plan of Japanese expansion, invaded
Zanchuria in 1931 md set up a muppel state of lanchucko in 1532. Sub-
sequently, it created an incident in China leading to its invasion of

the Chinese mainiand in 1737. Italisn fascist imperialisn invaded Zthopia
while German fascist imperislism was busy making preparstions for a new wav
for a redivision of colonics. TFaced by such a formidsble arragy of fascist
imperialist apgressors, Americrn immericlism recognized the Soviet Union
in 1933 as a first sten towards the development of a cozlition of mnti~
fascist forces to sten the tide of the fascist onslaught.

In thr face of the dmgers caused by international fascism led by [fitlerite
Cermany, the Soviet mion ~mnd the Communist Internationszle called for a
united front of 21l forces of democracy and peace against fascisnm and war.
The “oviet "mion forzed collective security nacts with its neishboring coun—
iries, established diplomatic relations with the US, hastened its neaceful
reconstruction and made prepsrations for defensive wrr against fascist
azgression.

T. Release of Communist Ieaders and larger of the CPY and SPP:

The foreign policies of the Joviet Union mnd the United States concerning
the forzing of mn anti-fascist coglition had its local repercussionsz in

the Philippines. Com. Jomes fMllen, representative of the CPUS, came over
the Philippines md negotiated with Quezon for the release of the imprisoned
OP lenders and for the legalization of the CPP. At first, the CP leaders
were reluctant to accent pardons from the bourgeois government wiich they
considered as their ememy. IMinally, they were prevailed upon to sccent such
pardons, cbvicusly convinced that the main enemy for the time being was
fasecisn.

Immediately after the release of the top CP leaders in 1930, Com. Allen in
consulbation with the CPP leaders negotisted with Com. Abad Santos and the
Socialist leaders for a merger of these two parties. There were no lunda-
mental ideclogical differences between the two narties, md vhotover
obstacles there were to the merger was due merely to porsonal minosities
and netty sectarisnism between middle ronk Communist and Socilist lecders.
Some objections raised by some Docislists against the merger were: a) the
Communists are Godless; b) they are Tloscow agents; cy the KPP is destroying
the organization of the NT; d) the merger will lower the prestige of Com.
Mbad Santos mnd 5) the Communists are not militsnt,

Notwithstanding ettty sectarianiem, the merger was finally sgreed upon and
the same was formalized in the Part convention of 1938. The basis for the
merger are the following: a) the name of the merged party is the Commmnist
Part- of the Philippines (merger of the Communist and the lSocialist Party of
the Philippines); b) the KPUP and the AT will romain as separate organiza-
tions ond both of them will be supervised by the neassant department of the
merged Party in wiich both Communists and Socialists will have represents-
tion; ¢) the various organizations of the Socialist Party will be reorganized
following the organijational structure of the merged Party; d) both parties
will have representation in the leading and prinecipal orgmns of the merged
2arty; and e) in Pampanga and in some towns of Tarlac and Batasn where the
Seciclist Porby is strong, the Socizlists shall have supervision over the
Pordy organs ond mass organizations.

Sven after the merger Wwas formalized, there remained some differences wiish
had to be hurdled before the mevged Party could achieve unity of will and
action. Among such differcnces which had to be hurdled are the following:
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a) Decaise of the weakness of the Soclalists in organizational life and
their inszdequabe undsrstanding of the Leninist concept of the Communist
Party, many of their leading cadres failed frequently to attend weetings
of the leading organs of the merged party. GSverytime they were reminded
of such meetings, their mswer was: "they are sgreed to every decision
arrived at3" b) The Sociallsts wers slow in organizing Party nucleus
within the AT, and everytime they vere eriticized they answered that it
was not necessary to organize such nucleus, becmse all of then were
members of the AT, the Jrente Papular and of the CPP, besides being loyal,
militant rmd trustworthy comrades; ¢) bost of the Sociglist leaders and
cajres were reluctant and lazy to study, some of them being satisfied with
the "ng Catala" and the local "pasion” for viiich Socialist leaders were
famous. One of them even boasted that "if larx were alive, I will teach
him Socizlism;" d) Com. fbad Santos often made nress statements without
consultation with the PB to which he belonged, md sometimes his press
statements deviated from the estoblished political line of the CDPP; e)
Thile the Tocinlists cartod away all the palay produced by the peasants,
cut mmgroves, burn sugar-cane Fields, carted all the corn, vegetables,
fish or ay product in dispute and let the feudsl landlords go to court
for redress of grievances, the Communists advocated strict adherence to
onen legal struswle. They were always very earefnl in wresenting petitions
to landlords, ond in goinz to the courts for redress of grievances or to
plead better accounting and inereased narticination in cron sharing.

P. TLocal Tmolementation of the fnti~Fascist United Front:

Tn the local implementation of the Commintern poliey of the United front
against fescism, the Party commitieed many errors of both "Meft" md right
opportunism, The Party considered the anti~faseist united front not merely
as a strategic policy but actuslly as a fora of organization. Instead of
drawing the mti-fascist elements from every existing political party into
a united front against locsl fascism and fascist practices, it organized
the TFrente Popular as an election political party, ineluding in such party
well known resctionaries like Juan Tumulong of the defunct Pederalista and
Seiocrata Jarties, opportunists like Liguel Cormejo of the “eformist party,
the pro~Japanese, flvero, and the clown, lluenc. The >arty organized the
Frente Popular more as an oppogilionist party than as a united front
against Taseism, The Jarty was also guilty of extreme sectarianism in
desling with its united front allies. It resorted to caturing the leader-
ship of the Frente “opular not through persuasive propaganda or through
active organizationsl work of Communist leaders, but through sheer majority
in numbers, a wesmess which versisted even up to the organization of the
emocratic Allimce. In the organization of the Fremte Popular, the Party
had a tendency to work only amonz the top lecdership of the organizabions
affiliated with it, without any work being done among the rani and file of
these affilisted organiszations. The result was the rank and file of these
affilisted organizations md narties were not mode comsclious of the anti-
fascist aime of the Frente Fooular. Decanse of its inadequate understonding
of main enewy =nd dirsction of the main blow, the Tarty had a tendency to
dlienate its bourgeoise and petity bourgecise dllies within the Frente
Torular. Dven while we were forging a united front against fascism, our
comrades oponly denounced our bourgeois sllies within the united front,
onenly warning that the doy will come when such allies will become our enemy
becsuse they sre our class enmemy. The Frente Fopular was basically con—
sidered by the I"arty as a parlismentary election party and nany of our coo-
rades expressed mproval of the inclusion of certain bourgeoisie and opnor-
tunist political leaders in the Frente Popular, even if they did not sub-
scribe to the aims of the amti-fascist strugzle, simply because taey have a
large clectorsl following. The legdlist 1llusions of the Party was shown in
the selection of candidates for the 193C election, when it insisted in the
selection of its own candidates, even at the price ol bresking the Irente
Popular. This led to the fornmal breai: of the Frente sopuler into two groups
in 1940, resvectively led by Gou. Abad Santos and Summlong. ‘
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hile the Party committed serious mistales in the immlenentation of the
urited front policw, throush the organization of tie Vrente Pooular, it
ac i~ved som~ successes in f-e organization of various mti~fascist and
anti-Japanese organizations anony the middle class and youth elementis.
In 1930, the "Lezmue for the Defance of Deiocracy” was organized,
Immedistely thereaftor, the tiriends of Chinaf, fouth Congress® md

the Civil Liberties Union werc organized also. Through these organiza-
tions, the imminent threat of Japanese fascist argression against the
Philinpines was projected to the forefront. 2 movenent was lsunched for
the boycott of Japamese goods by the "Congress for Peace ond Collective
fecurity" sponsored by these various organizations in conjunction with the
militant veasmls! smd workers! organizations,

Teanvwhile, the peasants? and workers! organizations vere growlng nore
militant due to the continued effects of the world depression uhich re~
covered for sometime after 193l but returned in 1937, The revelubionary
flow which began since the early 1720's, immediately after the terunination
of tho first inter-imperizlist world war, and which was heightened with the
organization of the CPP in 1930, was further greatly heightened with the
merger of the Communist snd Socialist parties in 1930 and their determined
and decisive leadership over the workerst! and peasonts! struggles against
cmitalistst and landlords! exploitation. Yorkers under the AP and the
larger Collective Labor ovement (CL1) were striking wilitantly and clash-
ing headlong against the forces of the state. Iin Bahgy Pari, Ceondaba,
Tuisita and Titra, peasmts were burning sugsr cme fields and liquidating
reactionary lendlords., The militance of the neasants md workers were,
for the first tim-, matched by the militance of middle elass elements who
morched side by side with the former in huzh denmonstrotions for the nre-
cervation of domocrac— mnd nerce sgainct the onslausht of fascism and

war. 18 a resnlt of the militmnce of the widdle class elements, the Party
for the first time admitted more of them into its fold.

G. Cuezons' "Social Justice," " artyless Deuocracy” md eexanination of
Tndependence” - mswers to the CP's Mnti-Pascist United Front:

Scared by such growing militance of the exploited peasaats, workers and pebtly
bourgecis elements, the lationalista Party puppets of American imperialisu
countered by organizing govermment-sjonsored peasants' and workers! organiza-
tions called the "Commission of Peasants® and the "Comission of Labor,"

in wiich both radical ond conservative unioms, including even company unions,
were represented. The CPP definitely held the political initiative, foreing
~uezon to project his slogan of "3oelal Justice® intended to seize the
nolitical initiative from the Cowmnists. Cuezcnts underlings launched the
slogan of "Juezonian Socizlism! which merely reflected the growing inclina-

"~ tion of tho peasants and working masses toward socialism, Alarmed by the
growing militmece of the toiling people under Cowrmnist leadership, Quezon's
Paseist ideclogists, Roxas, md Laurel, projected the theory of "partyless
democracy? wiich in essence 1s faseist dictatorship.

Also as a result of the wilitant struggles of the exploited woriers, neasmts
and netty bourgecis elewments following the leadershin of the CP, Cuezon,
pupet of tmerican irperialism, prodded by the arch imperislist ULcMuti,
Lanched the novement for the "reslistic re-exaaination" of the question of
bhilinpine indepondence., The basic motivation of such movement was none
othrr than the fear of the growing revolutionary wovement of the people, md
the imminent threat of Japrnese aggression wans conveniently used to screen
the resl motivations of its sponsors. The lstionslista Perty leedership was
reluctant to come out ovonly on this issue becsuse of the dominant nationalist
asnirstions of the neonle. ience, the untimely dennise of the movement.
Juezon found unfavorsbls reaction to his trial baloon of "realistic re-
examination," :

1. Terly Intra-Pacty Ideological Strugzles:

“mring the period from the organization of the GoP in 1730 until the outbresi
of the Pacific war on Dec. 8, 1041, there were some ideological siruggles,
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but these struggles were not sharp, because the ideological and personsl
ler~dership of Com. “vangelista was unchsllenged due to the relatively low
political maturity of the Party leaders and members at thot time. There
were no clear fommlations of strategy and tacties. Organizational life
was loose mnd inadequate, discinline was lax, =nd educational worl: was
very weslk, with the Poriy not conducting ary study meeting anong its
crgans, from the highest to th: lovest., Ieadership within the Party and
~mong the masses was personal rather than organizational. The i arty
members end the masses followed the leadership of »rouinent Comaunist
lenders like Coms. Twongelista, Capadocia, Abad Santos, Balgos, Castillo
md Feleo md when lesser rmk cadres go down to these Party members and
masses, they were reluctmt to follow the latters! lendersiip.

Amon~t the early ideolomicsl strungles which agitated the DMart~ lendership
were the following: a) "hich s'ould be considered as the praletarist that
should assum~ tha leading role in our revolution? Com. Feleo and the
renegade, Jlanshan, took the position that the poor sessants should be
considered as t%» nroletariat, becmse the Philippines is an agrarian
country and the neasmts greatly outnumbered the workers, and because of

the revolutionary traditions of the peasants coummared to that of the
workers. To support their contention, they claimed (1932) that the
Philippines was still under a feudal economy and not under a capitalist
economy, and that nnder a feudol economy, the poor measants constitute the
proletariat. On tie other hand, Cous. Dvangelista and Capadocia took the
nosition that tho proletariat are the Toctory workers in the growing in-
dustries, because they are the most elass conscious, and even if they were
relatively fewer in mmber thon the peassnts, unlike them, the working

class is a growing class. This controversy was only finally settled when
the Comrades of the Chincse section gave their oplnion that the proletariat
are those who have showm militmee, loyalty, industry, studiousness and
e¢lass consciousness, thether they come from workers, peasants or petiy
bourgeois origin, nrovided that the latter are alrendy proletarianized.

The Chinese comrades also added thot the uajority of the proletariat come
from the frctory vorkers, because they are the :iost exploited and, there-
fore, the most revoluticnary in their outloo!: sad action. This opinion was
accented by the majority of the I'arty leadershin with Com. Teleo md the
renegade, llanahan expressing their reservations pending Durther study;

b) Is it correct to accent conditional nmardon from Juszon's government?

This issue arose wien Quezon offered conditional pardon to the imprisoned
Communist leaders. the renegade, Lanahan, immediately accepted the offer
even without waiting for any Party decision. .11 other comrsdes followed
thn leadership of Com. Tvangelistn in refusing such offer on the ground that
accentance will denoralize the mass movenients wich the Part - is lesding.
The underpround PB ad even the CC members took the position that such offer
should be accented, if only in order to put a stop to factionalism and
intrigues within the Part- w:ich develoved during the iuprisomnent of e
top commnist leaders. This issuve divided the P3 leadership because even
those who favored acceptance of the offer changed their stand after they
learned that the iLumrisoned comrades refused to abide by the decision.

The division within the PB leadership was hesled only when Con. Capadocia
was able to go out and explain to them tha# the offer oif conditional pardon
prohibited the leaders to be pardoned from engaging in any politiecal activity.
¢) Is it correct to help the Sakdalistas in their revolt against the govern-
ment? In a conference of the CC, there was a difference of opinion regarding
the correctness of helping the Sdtddlistas. There vas no decision to help or
not to hely and instead the decision was formauloted as follows Meven if it is
true thot the Sakdalista revolt is anti-American imperiglist in orientation,
the Saokdalistas themselves are tools of the Japanese imperialist militarists,
and hence, while the Party vill contimue its strugple against American i
nerialisa, it will, at the saie time, {Might against the Jmpanese imperialists
and their local instruments, in order not to confuse the Filipino neople.!
Tven with this decision, those who favored helping the Sakdalistas were not
satisfied; d) Tas it correct for the Farty to tale a stmd against the
action of Com. Asedillo in defyin; the govermuient? This igsue arose vien
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com. Asedillo took to the mountains and defied the govermment muthorities
after killing some constabulary men, policemen and spies of the governuent,
smmadiately after the wovermient authorities attermted to arrest him for

his participation in the historic mnd bloody strike at the La JHiperva in
193L. There wns a difference of opinion within the CC regarding the cor-
rectness of defining the stand of the Party, disagreeing with Com. Asedillo’s
defiance of the zovernment. There was no final nosition talien by the v arty,
but the comrades from Laogina rogented the vascillation of the Party in not
taking a position in sunport of Com. ’sedillo; e) Tere the Soeinlists correct
in their liquidation of individual 1landlords, burninz of sugar cane and vice
fields, killing work—animals and utilizing threats ond force to coerce necple
to join our organisation? Com., Cvangelista took the nosition that such
actions sre terroristic and anarcihist in character snd violate the principles
and demoeratic procedures followed by the Poarty. On the other hand, Coms
Abad Santos took the position that 4Ll mwemns wiich would strengthen the re-
volutionary [orces =nd hasten the vic tory of the revolution should be utilized,
and that these include the actions objected to by the Communists. He

claimed that while he cgrees that these actions should not be made an open
policy of the Party, they should be resorted to as secret wethods of struggle.

Turing thais neriod the Pariy produced powerful agitators and orators without
tmch foundation on ilarxist and leninist theory. This period can rightly be
ealled the period of the Party's infancy.

oo0oo
CHAPTIR III
trowkh Development end Ctruggles of the Party During the Japanese Oecupation.

». Correctmess of the Party Apnraissl of the political Situation and Call
for Anti-Japanese United Front and Guerilla Resistmce:

Since 1937, and specially so after the Party's 193U convention, the Party
hos been continucusly warnins the Filipino neonle of the threst of Japanese
fascist aggression and the need for a national united front against
foscism end fascist azgression. The masses renched by the Party understood
the fascist threat snd acted mnd nrepared accordingly. The Nationalists
Party punpets of fmerican jmperialism, true to their class interest, re-
fused to heed the Party's warning, and, when the Party and ths mass organiza~
tions led by it sponsored a nation-~wide boycott of Japanese 700ds through
the tCongress for Peace mmd Collective Security", the "Friends of China"
and the "Leazue for the Defense of Jemocracy”, (uezorn not only refused to
grant nermits for meetings and demonstrations but even threatened to arrest
the leaders of such movement.

The Japmese invasion of the Philippines in Necember 1941, showed the correct-
ness of the Party's appraisal of the poli tical situgtion. Imuediately, the
Party leadershin met wnd mepped out a concrete course of action. OJubsequently,
the Party issued a 12-point appeal to the Filipino people, which a°peal was
erbodied in a memorandum sent by the Party to Quezon, Sgyre and llacArthur.
Anongz the salient points of the appeal were: the arming of the neople io
sunport the Armed Forces of the Philippines to renel Japenese agpression;

the organization of guerilla resistance sgainst the Japanese conquerors
should they finally succeed in occupying the Thilippines; and the vrallying

of the people into a nation-wide anti-Japanesc united front regardless of
their noliticdl, economic snd soclnl differcnces, Ouezon, Sayre and
1acArthur refused to arm the peonle, obviously lesrful of the consequences
that would be brought about by a neople-in-arms.

The retreat of the TFilipino wnd American forces to Dataan is now a uatter
of history. lotwithstanding the boast of “lacArthur that he cm defend the
Philinpines md the remeated promises of aid to come from the United States,
Tae trthur was forcrd to surr-nder Bataan in less thon five months after the
initial Jaymese invasion, and Correzidor soon thereafter. Ilacrthur fled
te Australia while the —uopet leaders Quezon, Osmena snd Romulo sabandoned
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their country to estgblish the so cdlled "exiload government "

~yen while the Auwerican and ¥ilipino forces were still Iighting in 3ataan
aid Corregidor, the Hationalista pudpets of American irmerisalisn; true to
the role of their class, demonstrated since the revolution of 1896,
imediately collsborated vith the Jasanese invalers to preserve their lives
ad nroperties, under the sereen of "protecting the interest of the peopls,”

"hile the punpets were nerfecting their preprrations to coll shorate with
thoir new Jananese masters, the CPP on the other hand was busy prenaring the
organization of ruerilla resistance against the faseist conquercors. The
lesdine cndres of the Party were divided in various stratezic regions of
Central Tuzon, Lianila and Southarn Luzon, with the grest bulk concentrated
in Centrsal Imzon. Although there were certain weaxnesses resulting in the
failure of the rank and file to immediately receive instructions concerning
the new situation, by md large, the Party leadership mnd the niddle organs
rmained intact, and it did not take long for these orgms to resume organi-
gationsl life md implement the decisions of the Party leadership to organize
guerilla resistance against the invadera.

In January 1942, miscslculating the degree of enemy suppression, the top
leadership of the CP, Cows. Cvangelista, Abad Gantos and Capadocia were
arrosted by the Japanese and subsequently imprisoned at Tort Cantiego.

Thile such loss constituted a great damage to the Party, the Japanese did
not thereby cripple the CP which very early the Japanese amounced as its
9first and last ensmy.? 1In accordance with nrevicus decisions, the second
front under the leadership of Com. VY immediately assumed the leadership.

In accordmnce with plans dso, the Central Luzon Iureau (CILB), was immediately
organized and concrete plas of organizing guerilla prouns, discussed, de-
cided upon, and finally implemented. The [lirst encounter between the
Hukbalzhap (Hukbo ng Bayman Laban sa Hapon) and the Janmmese took place on
March 15, 1942. The fukbalshap was fornally presented to the people on Zarch

22, 1942,

The Japmese tactics in releasing Com. Cepadocia to convince the Party
lesders to have a "united front with the Japanese against the feudal land~
lords," tested both the molitieal and crganizational vigilance of the Party
lendership. Com. Capadocia was arrested, investigated and expelled from the
TParty, and ~iven an assignment with the armed forces. The Party leadership
did not deviate from its anti-Japsnese united front nolicy. After Capadocia
showed loyalty and militmmce since he was thus exnelled, he wos subsequently
readmitted into the CPP in accordence with a decision of the liay 19L8 CC
conference.

At the beginning, the exdloited peasants of Sentral Luzon found very nuch
difficulty in accenting the national anti-Japanese united front. They vere
just waiting for such = situation as a war to liquidate thoir landlord
enomies, mnd when the Party urged then to subordinate their conflict with
their landlord enemies in the interest of a comaon struggle against the
Japanese invaders, wany of theu could not understand the correctness of the
policy, and even those who understood the pclicy were reluctant to accept the
sane, Consequently, ilcre were some individual llguidations of reactionary
landlords like Tapia of the Pasudeco. Through the decisive leadership of the
Party, such killings for individual revenge were stopped immediately.

One of the immediate provlems confronted by the Party was rapant banditry,
Trith the breakdown of law mnd order resuliing fron the collspse of the
American-purnet government and the inatallation of the Japanese~puppet
government, bandits saw an opportunity to prey on helpless victins. The
Party imediately called for the orgmization of Jarrio United Defense
Corps {BUDC) which, in conjunction with the IIUKs, imzediztely liquidated
the threat of banditry in the fields and barrios.
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B. TUesknesses of the Party’s Stratezic rormulations:

Although the Party made »Plons for the organization of a national anti~
Japanese united front md for the conduct of guerilla resistonce ageinst
the Jeomese invaders, its formulstion of strategy was very incowplete and
inadequate. The only correct and clear formulation was the aims of our
strategy from which was determined the identity of the main enemy, the
Jmmese fascists. There was no clear formulation of the main force of the
struggle, the reserves, (direct and indirect) the direction of the main
blow of the proletariat, snd the strategic disposition of forces. .The
slozan "Anti-Jupanism fbove F11" was nrojected. By the projection of such
slogen the ¥art- did not distinguish betwcen various classes of anti-~
Jepanese elements, Decmse of the incompleteness and inmadequacy of our
strateric formulations, the Party committed the following serious errors:
a) The Darty concentrated on_ the peasatry to the almost total exclusion of
the workers in the citles; b) The i arty sbolished the class organization
of th: peasamts ond substituted for it the united front orgapization of the
BUDC; ¢) The #arty considered the Japanese nuppets as the direction of the
main blow of the proletariat and consequently, failed to consider US im-
perislism and its puppets, the leadership of the USAFFE guerillas, as the
object of the direction of the main blow.

The Perty concentrated on the peasantry bo the alaost total exclusion of

the workers in the cities. This error obviously was the result of the ten-
dency to consider the noor peasantry as the main foree of the revolution.

In this connection, in one of the books written by Conm. llaoo Tse Tung, it
was clearly stated that the peasantry constitutes the "main foundation® of
the revolution in China. It was very nossible that the Party leadership
then interpreted this to mesn that the nessmtry constitutes the main force
of our revolukion., Again, it must be romembered thot before the Pacific
wear broke out md early in the history of the Party, Com. Feleo even took
the extreme position that the poor Deasantry constitutes the proletariat in
an sgricnltursl country like the Thilinpines, which should furnish the lead-
ershiin of the revolution, Recruse of such concentration mong the peasmiry
to the elmost totsl exclusion of the workers in the cities, the Party or-
ganization in lanila and the workers wovement it was leading were greatly
weakened, md up to now the effects of such weakening are still being felt.

The Party also abolished th~ peasants' class organization (KPIP and AT ) and
substituted in their Dlace the united front BUDC organizations. This was
done to facilitate unity with the anti-Japanese landlords. Because of the
inadequate understanding by the Party lesdership on the question of the
direction of the main blow of the nroletarialb, the Party merely saw the
need for unity with the anti-Jzpepese landlords and falled to see the con-
timation of 2 struggle within that unity. This situation did not conbinue
for long, The Carty, realizing its mistake, reorganized the class organina~
tions of the peasants within the united front BUDC organizations.

The Party considered the Japanese puppets as the object of the direction of
the main blow of the proletarist instead of considering them as a part of
the main enemy becanse they ssrved as instrunments of the enemy. DBecause of
such error, the Party failed to consider US jwperialisan and the pro-irerican
capitalists and lmdlords end their USAFTD guerilla leaders as the object
of the direction of the main blow., US imperislism and the pro-American
cmitalists snd landlords, while anti-Japanese, were nonetheless very much
afraid of a people's revolutionary liberation novement specrhended by the
HUKs and led by the CPP. Consequently, liscirthur instructed the USATYS
guerillas to 1ie low ond walt for his coming. It is true that the Party
exnosed the incorrcctness of such policy of liewlow md awaitism. Decause
of such exmosure, the people rallied around the UKD as against the USAITGSs
which resulted in the continmin<s elsshes betw:on the two grouns. llowever,
the Jarty failed to clearly project to the masses the wrr aims of US im-
perialism, so that when the Americons come, they were helled as liberators
by tha peonle, including even our own masses, instead of beiny considered as
conquerors wrich they reslly were. A1l these led to the confusion in our
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nolicy in secking Americon recosmition of the HUXS mnd sven to the de-
fection of such formerly good I fizhters like 3onal mnd hils men.

C. Inadequate Understanding of Tactical Leadershin:

Squally deficient was the Poarty leadership in their undsrstonding of tactical
leadershin. From the bezinning, we tonded to overestimate our ovn strength
md corraspondin~ly underestimate the strensth of the enemy. The Party
orohibited the ~cttin~ of Jamanese rosidence certiflicates. The Prrty lender—
ship only s~w t'e strong mass orzanizations around them and failed to see
that in many recions the #
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